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Risk-averse:- 

 A risk averse investor is an investor who prefers lower returns( known risks) rather than higher 

returns(unknown risks). 

 Various investments giving the different returns with different level of risks, this investor always 

prefers least interest returns with least risk to avoids risks. 

 They stay away from high-risk investments and prefer investments which provide a sure shot 

return. Such investors like to invest in government bonds, debentures and index funds. 

  

Fair and Remunerative price (FRP):- 

 FRP is the minimum price that the sugar mills have to pay to farmers. 

 It is set by the centre and is payable by mills to sugarcane farmers throughout the country. 

 It is supposed to signal to farmers the need to plant more or less cane for the coming year. 

 FRP of sugarcane is been determined on the basis of recommendations of Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and after consultation with State Governments and other 

stake-holders. 

 It takes into account various factors such as cost of production, overall demand-supply situation, 

domestic and international prices, inter-crop price parity, terms of trade prices of primary by-

products, and likely impact of FRP on general price level and resource use efficiency. 

  

State Advised Price (SAP):- 

 State Advised Price (SAP) is the price set by state governments. 

 It is the price that mills would have to pay farmers instead of the FRP. 

 It strengthens farmer’s interests. 

 Typically, SAP is higher than FRP. 

 There have been divergent views on which is a fair price to both farmers and millers. 

  

The International Bamboo and Rattan Organization (INBAR):- 

 It is a multilateral development organization that promotes environmentally sustainable 

development using Bamboo and Rattan. 

 It has 46 Member States. 

 INBAR has played an especially strong role in promoting South-South cooperation. 

 In 1998, India became a signatory to the INBAR treaty. 
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Single National Scholarship Scheme:- 

 The Central government is contemplating setting up a single national scholarship scheme called 

PM Young Achievers Scholarship Award Scheme for Vibrant India (PM-YASASVI) for meritorious 

students which will absorb all the existing scholarship schemes. 

 Beneficiary: Students in the Other Backward Class (OBC), SC, Denotified, Nomadic and semi-

Nomadic Tribe (DNT) and Economically Backward Caste (EBC) categories will be able to avail the 

national scholarship. 

 Implementing Agency: The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has been tasked to 

implement the Scheme by conducting a merit test. 

  

Poshan Maah:- 

 It includes a month-long activities focussed on antenatal care, optimal breastfeeding, anaemia, 

growth monitoring, girls education, diet, right age of marriage, hygiene and sanitation and eating 

healthy (food fortification). 

 The activities focus on Social and Behavioural Change Communication (SBCC) and are based on 

Jan Andolan Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

Important Terms in 29th August-2020 News 
Leave a Comment / Terms in News / By  

  

GST Council: 

 It is an apex member committee to modify or to procure any law or regulation based on the 

context of goods and services tax in India. 

 The council is headed by the union finance minister assisted with the finance minister of all the 

states of India. 

  

SBIFMPL: 
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 It is a joint venture between SBI and AMUNDI (France), one of the world’s leading fund 

management companies. 

 Headquarters– Mumbai, Maharashtra 

  

International Day against Nuclear Tests: 

 United Nations observes International Day Against Nuclear Tests on 29 August every year. 

 It is observed to increase awareness and education about the effects of nuclear weapon test 

explosions or any other nuclear explosions and the need for their cessation as one of the means 

of achieving the goal of a nuclear-weapon-free world. 

 2010 marked the inaugural commemoration of the International Day against Nuclear 

  

Jal Shakti Abhiyan: 

 It is a time-bound, mission-mode water conservation campaign, launched in two phases, the first 

phase is from July 1, 2019 -September 15, 2019, for all participating States and the 2nd phase, will 

be from October 1 – November 30, 2019, for States with a retreating monsoon. 

 The five key areas under the campaign include water conservation and rainwater harvesting, 

renovation of traditional and other water bodies, reuse, bore well recharge structures, watershed 

development, and intensive afforestation. 
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GST: 

 The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a value-added tax levied on most goods and services sold for 

domestic consumption. 

 The GST is paid by consumers, but it is remitted to the government by the businesses selling the 

goods and services. 

 Article 246A – States have power to tax goods and services. 

  

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups: 

 PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups. 
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 Due to this factor, more developed and assertive tribal groups take a major chunk of the tribal 

development funds because of which PVTGs need more funds directed for their development. 

 PVTGs have some basic characteristics – they are mostly homogeneous, with a small population, 

relatively physically isolated, absence of written language, relatively simple technology and a 

slower rate of change etc. 

  

Jarawan tribe: 

 The Jarawan tribe is located in Andaman Islands, India, which are found in the Indian Ocean. 

 They live in the Jarawa reserve in homes called chaddhas, which houses around 40-50 people. 

 The Jarawa tribe is a self sufficient tribe living in a woodland area their ancestors inherited. 

 The Jarawas are recognised as an Adivasi group in India. 

 As the Jarawas are a nomadic tribe; they hunt endemic wild pigs, monitor lizards and other quarry 

with bows and arrows. They have recently begun keeping dogs to help with hunting, as the Onges 

and Andamanese do. 

  

PM-CARES Fund: 

 The fund receives voluntary contributions from individuals and organisations and does not get 

any budgetary support. 

 It is also exempt from the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010. 

 This fund accepts foreign contributions, although the Centre has previously refused foreign aid to 

deal with disasters such as the Kerala floods. 

 The Prime Minister chairs the fund in his official capacity, and can nominate three eminent 

persons in relevant fields to the Board of Trustees. 
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National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) 

? National Health Mission (NHM) was launched by the government of India in 2013 subsuming the 

National Rural Health Mission and the National Urban Health Mission. 

? The main programmatic components include Health System Strengthening in rural and urban areas for – 

Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A), and Communicable and 

Non-Communicable Diseases. 
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? The NHM envisages achievement of universal access to equitable, affordable & quality health care 

services that are accountable and responsive to people’s needs. 

  

National AYUSH Mission 

? It was launched by the Department of AYUSH, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

? It was launched during the 12th five year Plan for implementing through States and Union Territories. 

Khel ratna 

? The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna, officially known as Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in Sports and Games, is 

the highest sporting honour of the Republic of India. 

? The award is named after Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister of India who served the office from 1984 

to 1989 

  

  

NCLAT 

? The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013 to hear appeals against the 

orders of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

? NCLT is a quasi-judicial body that adjudicates issues relating to companies. 

? It is also the appellate tribunal for orders passed by the NCLT(s) under Section 61 of the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016, and for orders passed by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) 

under Sections 202 and 211 of the IBC. 

? Any person aggrieved by any order of the NCLAT may file an appeal to the Supreme Court. 

  

  

Lokayuktha 

? These are the state equivalents of the central Lokpal. 

? Every State shall establish a body to be known as the Lokayukta for the State, if not so established, 

constituted or appointed, by a law made by the State Legislature, to deal with complaints relating to 

corruption against certain public functionaries, within a period of one year from the date of 

commencement of this Act. 

? The establishment of the institution of the Lokayukta including any appointment therein falls within the 

domain of the states 
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API 

• The term ‘API’ stands for ‘Application Programming Interface’. 

• An API is an interface that can be used to program software that interacts with an existing application. 

• In practice, an API is “a set of functions and procedures” that allow one to access and build upon the 

data and functionality of an existing application. 

  

  

Aarogya Setu 

1. Aarogya Setu was launched in April 2020. It was developed by the National Informatics Centre under 

the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology. 

o The motto of Aarogya Setu is ‘Main Surakshit, Hum Surakshit, Bharat Surakshit’. 

o Since its launch, Aarogya Setu has continuously innovated and introduced more novel features like: 

 E-pass integration, 

 QR Code scanning, 

 Sharing of Health status with family/known persons, etc. 

2. It aids the efforts of frontline health workers and the Government in Covid-19 mitigation and 

management efforts. 

  

  

Jal Jeevan Mission 

• Under this the Union government envisages to provide water supply to every household by 2024. 

• The Mission is based on various water conservation efforts like point recharge, desilting of minor 

irrigation tanks, use of greywater for agriculture and source sustainability. 

• The Mission is based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Information, Education 

and Communication as a key component of the mission. 

• The Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve its objectives of 
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sustainable water supply management across the country. 

• The Jal Shakti Ministry is the nodal ministry for the implementation of the mission. 

  

  

Magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy (MHCT) 

• It is a non-invasive cancer treatment. 

• The technique: Delivery and localisation of magnetic materials within the targeted tumour site followed 

by subsequent application of an alternating magnetic field (AMF), thereby generating heat at the tumour 

site. 

• It can efficiently act against deep-seated inaccessible solid tumours like glioblastoma (aggressive type of 

cancer that can occur in the brain or spinal cord) 

  

  

Perseids Meteor Shower 

• The shower is active from August 17-26. 

• The Perseids are one of the brighter meteor showers of the year. 

• They occur every year between July and August. 

• They are made of tiny space debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle. 

• They are named after the constellation Perseus. 

• They are visible in the Northern Hemisphere and can be viewed in skies all across. 
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Fiscal consolidation 
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 Fiscal Consolidation refers to the policies undertaken by Governments (national and sub-national 

levels) to reduce their deficits and accumulation of debt stock. 

 Improved tax revenue realization and better aligned expenditure are the components of fiscal 

consolidation as the fiscal deficit reaches at a manageable level. 

  

  

NABARD 

 NABARD is a development bank focussing primarily on the rural sector of the country. 

 It is the apex banking institution to provide finance for Agriculture and rural development. 

 It is responsible for the development of the small industries, cottage industries, and any other 

such village or rural projects. 

 It is a statutory body established in 1982 under Parliamentary act-National Bank for Agriculture 

and Rural Development Act, 1981 

  

  

Delimitation 

 Delimitation literally means the act or process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial 

constituencies in a country to represent changes in population. 

 Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census. 

 Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per Delimitation Act 

after every Census. 

  

  

Delimitation 

 Delimitation literally means the act or process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial 

constituencies in a country to represent changes in population. 

 Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census. 

 Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per Delimitation Act 

after every Census. 

One Rank One Pension (OROP) scheme 

  It means the payment of the same pension to military officers for the same rank for the same 

length of service, irrespective of the date of retirement 

  



  

Bonda Tribes 

 The Bonda tribe of Odisha are believed to be part of the first wave of migration out of Africa 

about 60,000 years ago. 

 They were the first forest settlers in India. 

 Anthropologists say that they are members of a group of Austroasiatic tribes, who at some time 

in the ancient past migrated and settled in an area of about 130 sq km in the wild Jeypore hills. 

  

  

DNA bill 

 The bill is also known as the DNA profiling bill. 

 It tries to check use of DNA technology to establish the identity of a person. 

 The DNA technology bill aims to establish the identity of missing persons, victims, offenders, 

under trials and unknown deceased persons. 

  

  

Disinvestment 

 Disinvestment is when governments or organizations sell or liquidate assets or subsidiaries. 

 Disinvestments can take the form of divestment or a reduction of capital expenditures (CapEx). 

 Disinvestment is carried out for a variety of reasons, such as strategic, political, or environmental. 
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CII 

 Confederation of Indian Industry is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-

managed organization. 
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 Founded in 1895, it works with the Government on policy issues. 

  

NCAP 

 The National Clean Air Programme or NCAP is a government programme launched by the Union 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change in 2019. 

 The programme is a pollution control initiative with a major goal of reducing the concentration of 

coarse and fine particulate matter in the atmosphere by at least 20% by the year 2024. 

  

Public trust doctrine 

 The public trust doctrine is the principle that the sovereign holds in trust for public use some 

resources such as shoreline between the high and low tide lines, regardless of private property 

ownership. 

  

Prohibition of child marriage act 2006 

 This Act replaced the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 which was enacted during the British era. 

 The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act presently allows for child marriages, between a boy of 

under 21 years and a girl under 18 years of age. 

 It defines a child to mean a male below 21 years and female below 18 years. 

 “Minor” is defined as a person who has not attained the age of majority as per the Majority Act. 

  

The UNSC resolution 1267 

 It was adopted unanimously on October 15, 1999. 

 It is a consolidated list of people and entities that the UN has determined as being associated 

with Al Qaeda or the Taliban, and laws which must be passed within each member nation to 

implement the sanctions. 

  

6th schedule 

 The Sixth Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, 

Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, according to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution. 

 Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of the tribal 

population through the formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC). 
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The Export Preparedness Index: 

 It is a data-driven effort to identify the core areas crucial for export promotion at the sub-national 

level. 

 All the states and union territories have been assessed on crucial parameters that are critical for 

any typical economic unit to achieve sustainable export growth. 

 The Index would be a helpful guide for the state governments to benchmark regional 

performance with respect to export promotion and thus deliver key policy insights on how to 

improve and enhance the same. 

  

Competition Commission: 

 Established by the Central Government by the Competition Act, 2002 came to effect from 14th 

October 2003. 

 CCI consists of a Chairperson and 6 Members appointed by the Central Government. 

 It is the duty of the Commission to eliminate practices having adverse effect on competition, 

promote and sustain competition, protect the interests of consumers and ensure freedom of 

trade in the markets of India. 

  

UMANG 

 Unified Mobile Application for New-Age Governance is the common unified platform for delivery 

of services of various Government Departments through the mobile platform. 

 UMANG was developed by National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry of Electronics & IT in 

2017. Within a short period of its successful implementation, the mobile app attained four 

illustrious awards including ‘Best m-Government service’ award at the 6th World Government 

Summit held at Dubai, UAE in Feb 2018. 

  

Digi-locker: 

 It is a digital locker, initiative under the Digital india. 

 Released by the Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY), Govt. of India. 

 Digital Locker is aimed at minimizing the usage of physical documents and enable sharing of e-

documents across agencies. 

 With the help of this Portal, the sharing of the e-documents will be done through registered 

repositories thereby ensuring the authenticity of the documents online 
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Bureau of Indian Standards Act 

 BIS Act allows multiple types of simplified conformity assessment schemes including self-

declaration of conformity. 

 BIS act provides enabling provisions for making hallmarking of precious metal articles mandatory. 

 The Act enables the Central Government to appoint any authority/agency, in addition to the BIS, 

to verify the conformity of products and services with the established standard and issue 

certificate of conformity. 

 There is a provision for repair or recall, of the products (bearing Standard Mark) that do not 

conform to the relevant Indian Standard. 

 

Free trade agreement 

 A Free Trade Agreement is an agreement between countries to reduce or eliminate barriers to 

trade.Trade barriers include tariff barriers like taxes and nontariff barriers like regulatory laws. 

 Trade barriers include tariff barriers like taxes and nontariff barriers like regulatory laws. 

 A Free Trade Agreement or FTA is an agreement between two or more countries where the 

countries agree on certain obligations that affect trade in goods and services, and protections for 

investors and intellectual property rights, among other topics. 

 

Gallantry awards 

 Post-independence, first three gallantry awards namely the Param Vir Chakra, the Maha Vir 

Chakra and the Vir Chakra were instituted by the Government of India on 26th January, 1950 

which were deemed to have effect from the 15th August, 1947. 

 Thereafter, other three gallantry awards i.e. the Ashoka Chakra Class-I, the Ashoka Chakra Class-II 

and the Ashoka Chakra Class-III were instituted by the Government of India on 4th January, 1952, 

which were deemed to have effect from the 15th August, 1947. 

 These awards were renamed as the Ashoka Chakra, the Kirti Chakra and the Shaurya Chakra 

respectively in January, 1967. 

 These gallantry awards are announced twice in a year – first on the occasion of the Republic Day 

and then on the occasion of the Independence Day. 

 Order of precedence of these awards is the Param Vir Chakra, the Ashoka Chakra, the Mahavir 

Chakra, the Kirti Chakra, the Vir Chakra and the Shaurya Chakra. 

 

Operation Meghdoot 
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 The Operation Meghdoot was launched on April 13, 1984. 

 Under the operation, the Indian troops successfully gained control of entire Siachen glacier. 

 

Abraham accord 

 The agreement was the product of lengthy discussions between Israel, the UAE and the US that 

accelerated recently. 

 Under the accord, Israel has agreed to suspend annexing areas of the occupied West Bank as it 

had been planning to do. 

 It also firms up opposition to regional power Iran, which the UAE, Israel and the US view as the 

main threat in the region. 

 

ITBP 

 The Indo-Tibetan Border Police is one of five Central Armed Police Forces of India. 

 It was raised on 24 October 1962, under CRPF Act, in wake of 1962 Sino-Indian War. 

 It was provided full autonomy after Parliament enacted the Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force Act, 

1992. 

 It works under command of Union Home Ministry. 

 Its motto is Shaurya – Dridhata – Karm Nishtha (English: Valour – Steadfastness and 

Commitment). 
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National rural livelihood mission 

The core values which guide all the activities under NRLM are as follows: 

 Inclusion of the poorest, and meaningful role to the poorest in all the processes 

 Transparency and accountability of all processes and institutions 

 Ownership and key role of the poor and their institutions in all stages – planning, implementation, 

and monitoring 
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 Community self-reliance and self-dependence 

 

Maternal mortality rates 

 MMR is defined as the number of maternal deaths during a given time period per 1,00,000 live 

births during the same time period. 

 The target 3.1 of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations aims at 

reducing the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 1,00,000 live births. 

 

National Digital Health Mission 

 The National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) aims at “liberating” citizens from the challenges of 

finding the right doctors, seeking appointment, paying consultation fee and making several 

rounds of hospitals for prescription sheets. 

 The core building blocks of NDHM such as Health ID, Digi-Doctor and Health Facility Registry 

shall be owned, operated and maintained by the Government of India. 

 Private stakeholders will have an equal opportunity to integrate with these building blocks and 

create their own products. 

 However, core activities and verifications, for example, generation of Health ID or approval of a 

doctor/facility shall remain with the government. 

 

UN Security Council 

 The United Nations Charter established six main organs of the United Nations, including the 

Security Council. 

 It gives primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and security to the UNSC, which 

may meet whenever peace is threatened. 

 It has 15 members, and each Member has one vote. 

 Out of the 15 members, 5 are permanent and 10 are non-permanent members with 2-year 

tenure. 

 Only the UNSC has the power to make decisions that member states are then obligated to 

implement under the Charter. 

 It dispatches military operations, imposes sanctions, mandates arms inspections, deploys election 

monitors, etc. 

 

Kuki tribe 

 Kuki tribe is majorly found in Manipur with other states of North Eastern India. 

 ‘Mim Kut’ is the main festival of the Kuki tribe. 



 The Chin-Kuki group consists of Gangte, Hmar, Paite, Thadou, Vaiphei, Zou, Aimol, Chiru, Koireng, 

Kom, Anal, Chothe, Lamgang, Koirao, Thangal, Moyon and Monsang. 

 The term Chin is used for the people in the neighboring Chin state of Myanmar whereas Chins are 

called Kukis in the Indian side. 

 Other groups like Paite, Zou, Gangte, and Vaiphei identify themselves as Zomi and have distanced 

themselves from the name, Kuki. 

 

Hindu Succession Act of 1956 amended in 2005 

 The amendment was to confer equal status to sons and daughters of coparceners. Prior to this, 

coparcenary rights were granted only to sons of a coparcener. 

 As long as the property remained coparcenary property and was not partitioned as of this date, a 

daughter can now claim interest in the same. 

 A member (wife), who is only entitled to maintenance and would not be granted any inheritance 

rights or the right to seek partition in the coparcenary. 

 A coparcener is one who acquires rights to their father’s property upon birth and can claim a 

partition of the coparcenary at any time. 
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Jal jeevan mission 

 The Jal Jeevan Mission seeks to provide piped drinking water to every home, along with the 

expanding networks of electricity, the Internet, banking and cooking gas, will equip India to rise 

higher. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural 

household through Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024. 

 JJM focuses on integrated demand and supply-side management of water at the local level. 

  

National Digital Health Mission 
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 NDHM will provide a comprehensive health ecosystem that will have digitally empowered 

individuals, doctors, and health facilities, facilitate electronic signatures, enabling paperless 

registrations and payments, leading to streamlining of healthcare information. 

 The NDHM would provide technology to manage and analyse data, and create a system of 

personal health records and health applications. Central to the “ecosystem” would be a Personal 

Health Identifier (PHI) to maintain a Personal Health Record (PHR). 

 The PHI would contain the names of patients and those of their immediate family, date of birth, 

gender, mobile number, email address, location, family ID and photograph. 

  

FDI 

 It is an Investment from a party in one country into a business or corporation in another country 

 Foreign direct investment can be made by expanding one’s business into a foreign country or by 

becoming the owner of a company in another country. 

  

CIC 

 The Central Information Commission is an important authority in India needed for the smooth 

functioning of democracy and good governance. 

 The Chief Information Commission (CIC) is the authorised body in India to act upon complaints 

received from individuals who have been unable to submit requests of information to a Central or 

State Public Information Officer due to either the officer not having been appointed, or the 

respective officer refused to entertain the application under the Right to Information Act (RTI Act). 

  

PM CARES 

 Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM-CARES Fund) to 

deal with any kind of emergency or distress situation like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Fund is a public charitable trust with the Prime Minister as its Chairman. Other Members 

include Defence Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister. 

 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has clarified that contributions by companies towards the PM-

CARES Fund will count towards mandatory Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditure. 

 Under the Companies Act, 2013, companies with a minimum net worth of Rs 500 crore or 

turnover of Rs 1,000 crore, or net profit of Rs 5 crore are required to spend at least 2% of their 

average profit for the previous three years on CSR activities every year. 

 The term “Corporate Social Responsibility” in general can be referred to as a corporate initiative 

to assess and take responsibility for the company’s effects on the environment and impact on 

social welfare. 

  

Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund 



 This fund was instituted in 1948 by then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, to assist displaced 

persons from Pakistan. The fund is currently used primarily to tackle natural calamities like floods, 

cyclones and earthquakes. The fund is also used to help with medical treatment like kidney 

transplantation, cancer treatment and acid attack. 

 The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any budgetary support. It 

accepts voluntary contributions from Individuals, Organizations, Trusts, Companies and 

Institutions etc. 

 The corpus of the fund is also invested in various forms with scheduled commercial banks and 

other agencies. Disbursements are made with the approval of the Prime Minister. 

 Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for 100% deduction from taxable income under 

section 80(G) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 

  

RTI Act 2005 

 The Right to Information Act 2005 or RTI 2005, came into force in order to encourage a 

corruption free, transparent and accountable form of government in which the citizens feel a 

sense of power and safety. 

 Under the Act, a citizen can demand from any public or government authority any information as 

long as it does not pertain to national security and defence or some personal information and the 

authority is supposed to respond within a period of 30 days to the application. 

 RTI act doesn’t require “locus standi” to apply for information, which results in an increase of 

irresponsible RTI’s, which increase the burden on existing personnel. 
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Review petition 

• Under Article 137 of the Constitution, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its judgments 

or orders. 

• As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling can 

seek a review. This implies that it is not necessary that only parties to a case can seek a review of the 

judgment. 

• A Review Petition has to be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order. 
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Contempt of Court Act, 1971 

• The act defines the power of courts to punish for their contempt and regulates their procedure. 

• It was amended in 2006 to include the defence of truth under Section 13 of the original legislation. 

• Implying that the court must permit justification by truth as a valid defence if it is satisfied that it is in the 

public interest. 

  

CAG 

• Chapter V under Part V of the Indian Constitution deals with the Comptroller and Auditor-General of 

India (CAG). 

• CAG is responsible for auditing the accounts of the Union and State governments and public sector 

organizations, and for maintaining the accounts of State governments. 

• The reports of the CAG are taken into consideration by the Public Accounts Committees. 

• CAG enjoys the same status as a judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

  

NDRF 

• NDRF carries out rescue and relief operations during natural disasters. 

• Head of NDRF is designated as Director General (DG). Usually, an IPS Officer is the head of NDRF. 

• The apex body of disaster management is the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). 

• NDRF functions under NDMA. Chairman of NDMA is the Prime Minister. 

  

PMCARES 

• The PM CARES fund was established with the objective of helping people affected by COVID-19 

pandemic. 

• Chairman of the PM-CARES fund is the Prime Minister of India. 

• The Prime Minister has the power to nominate members. 

• The other members of the PM CARES Fund are the Defence Minister, Home Minister and Finance 

Minister. 

• There are no reports of low liquidity in PM CARES Fund, hence there won’t be constraints in using the 

funds. 

  

Writ petition 

• Writs are a written order from the Supreme Court or High Court that commands constitutional remedies 

for Indian Citizens against the violation of their fundamental rights. 

• Article 32 in the Indian Constitution deals with constitutional remedies that an Indian citizen can seek 

from the Supreme Court and High Court against the violation of his/her fundamental rights. 

• The same article gives the Supreme Court power to issue writs for the enforcement of rights whereas the 

High Court has the same power under Article 226. 



  

PMNRF 

• PMNRF was established by the first Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru. 

• The initial purpose of establishing PMNRF (Prime Minister National Relief Fund) was to help the people 

displaced due to partition of India and Pakistan. 

• Chairman of the Prime Minister National Relief Fund (PMNRF) is the Prime Minister of India. Other 

members are from Tata Trusts, representatives of FICCI, Congress President. 

• PMNRF has been attached with all Centre and State-run hospitals and many private hospitals as well. 
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NRC 

 National Register of Citizens, 1951 is a register prepared after the conduct of the Census of 1951 

in respect of each village, showing the houses or holdings in a serial order and indicating against 

each house or holding the number and names of persons staying therein. 

 The NRC was published only once in 1951. 

  

  

CAA 

 The Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 is intended to help illegal migrants who came to India 

before 31-12-2014 – from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh – apply for Indian citizenship via 

a faster route if they belong to Hindu, Christian, Sikh, Jain, Parsi or Buddhist religious beliefs. 

 Citizenship defines the relationship between the nation and the people who constitute the nation. 

  

  

National Family Health Survey 4 

 The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is a large-scale, multi-round survey conducted in a 

representative sample of households throughout India. 
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 It is a collaborative project of the International Institute for Population Sciences(IIPS), Mumbai, 

India, ORC Macro, Calverton, Maryland, USA and the East-West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Government of India, designated IIPS as the 

nodal agency, responsible for providing coordination and technical guidance for the NFHS. 

 NFHS was funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) with 

supplementary support from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

  

  

National Strategy for Financial Education 

 It is an ambitious strategy which aims to strengthen the ecosystem for various modes of digital 

financial services in all Tier-II to Tier VI centres to create the necessary infrastructure to move 

towards a less-cash society by March 2022 by RBI. 

 It aims to Create awareness and educate consumers on access to financial services, availability of 

various types of products and their features. 
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Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) 

 The Central Industrial Security Force is a Central Armed Police Force in India. 

 It was set up under an Act of the Parliament of India on 10 March 1969 with a strength of 2,800. 

 CISF was subsequently made an armed force of India by another Act of Parliament passed on 15 

June 1983. 

 The CISF is governed by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, its headquarters is at New Delhi. 

 

UNSC 

 The UNSC (United Nations Security Council) is one of the 6 principal organs of the United 

Nations. 

 Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of 

international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council 
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resolutions; it is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member 

states. 

 

PM KISAN 

 The scheme was started with a view to augment the income of the farmers by providing income 

support to all landholding farmers’ families across the country, to enable them to take care of 

expenses related to agriculture and allied activities as well as domestic needs. 

 Under the Scheme an amount of Rs.6000/- per year is transferred in three 4-monthly installments 

of Rs.2000/- directly into the bank accounts of the farmers, subject to certain exclusion criteria 

relating to higher income status. 

 The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the State / UT Governments. 

 

QUAD 

 Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic dialogue between India, USA, 

Japan and Australia. 

 It ensures and supports a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. 

 The idea of Quad was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. 

 

BRI 

 BRI consists of the land-based belt, ‘Silk Road Economic Belt’, and ‘Maritime Silk Road’, aims to 

connect the East Asian economic region with the European economic circle and runs across the 

continents of Asia, Europe and Africa. 

 BRI is China’s ambitious project announced in 2013. It covers about 65% of the world population, 

60% of the world GDP and over 70 countries in six economic corridors. 

 

FDI 

 Foreign direct investments (FDI) are investments made by one company into another located in 

another country. 

 FDIs are actively utilized in open markets rather than closed markets for investors. 

 

INDUS WATER TREATY 

 The Indus system comprises the main Indus River, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. The 

basin is mainly shared by India and Pakistan with a small share for China and Afghanistan. 



 Under the treaty signed between India and Pakistan in 1960, all the waters of three rivers, namely 

Ravi,Sutlej and Beas ( Eastern Rivers) were allocated to India for exclusive use. 

 While, the waters of Western rivers – Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab were allocated to Pakistan except 

for specified domestic , non-consumptive and agricultural use permitted to India as provided in 

the Treaty. 

 

Court of Arbitration 

 The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) is an intergovernmental organization located in The 

Hague, Netherlands. 

 It is not a court in the traditional sense, but provides services of an arbitral tribunal to resolve 

disputes that arise out of international agreements between member states, international 

organizations or private parties. 

 

GSI 

 Geological survey of India was set up in 1851 primarily to find coal deposits for the Railways. 

 The main functions of the GSI relate to creation and updation of national geo-scientific 

information and mineral resource assessment. 

 It is headquartered in Kolkata and has six regional offices located at Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, 

Hyderabad, Shillong and Kolkata. Every state has a state unit. 
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CBI 

 The CBI was established as the Special Police Establishment in 1941, to investigate cases of 

corruption in the procurement during the Second World War. 

 Later, the Santhanam Committee on Prevention of Corruption recommended the establishment of 

the CBI. The CBI was then formed by a resolution of the Home Affairs Ministry. The Ministry of 

Personnel later on, took over the responsibility of the CBI and now it plays the role of an attached 

office. 
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Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

 PMJAY offers a sum insured of ? 5 lakh per family for secondary care (which doesn’t involve a 

super specialist) as well as tertiary care (which does). For the beneficiaries, this is a free scheme. 

 It is an entitlement-based scheme that targets the beneficiaries as identified by latest Socio-

Economic Caste Census (SECC) data. 

 Individuals can walk into any empanelled hospital that can process cashless payments. 

 Once identified by the database, the beneficiary is considered insured. 

 The insurance cost is shared by the centre and the state mostly in the ratio of 60:40. 

 

NDRF 

 NDRF stands for National Disaster Response Force 

 It comes under Ministry of Home Affairs 

 It is the only dedicated disaster response force in the world 

 Established in 2006 

 HQ: New Delhi 

 It works under the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) which lays down policies, 

plans and guidelines for disaster management. 

 At present there are 12 battalions in NDRF which are deployed strategically across the country to 

provide immediate response. 

 

Fugitive diamantaire 

 A fugitive economic offender is an individual who has committed some specified offence(s) 

involving an amount of one hundred crore rupees or more and has absconded from India or 

refused to come back to India to avoid or face criminal prosecution in India. 

 

CAG 

 The Constitution of India provides for an independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor 

General of India (CAG) in chapter V under Part V. 

 The CAG is mentioned in the Constitution of India under Article 148 – 151. 

 He is the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 

 He is the guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the country at 

both the levels- the centre and state. 

 His duty is to uphold the Constitution of India and the laws of Parliament in the field of financial 

administration. 

 

 SolicitorGeneral 



 The Solicitor General is the second highest law officer in the country. 

 He is subordinate to the Attorney General of India, the highest law officer and works under him. 

 He also advises the government in legal matters. 

 Solicitor general is appointed for a period of three years by the Appointment Committee of 

Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister. 

 Note: Office and duties of Attorney General are created by Constitution under Article 76. 

 While, Solicitor General and Additional Solicitor Generals’ office and duties are governed by Law 

Officers (Conditions of Service) Rules, 1987 and not by Constitution (thus they are statutory posts 

and not constitutional). 

 

GST 

 GST is a destination based tax, i.e., the State where the goods are sold receive the tax. 

 The Constitution Amendment Bill, introduced in 2014, and passed by the Lok Sabha, had two 

provisions. First, it provided for a 1% tax on interState trade, which would be assigned to the 

supplying State. Second, it made provisions for a law to be passed by Parliament to provide 

compensation to States for loss of revenue for a period up to five years. 
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DGCA 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulatory body in the field of Civil 

Aviation, primarily dealing with safety issues. 

 It is responsible for regulation of air transport services to/from/within India and for enforcement 

of civil air regulations, air safety, and airworthiness standards. 

 The DGCA also co-ordinates all regulatory functions with the International Civil Aviation 

Organisation (ICAO). 

 

CBI 

 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating agency of India. 
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 Operating under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, the 

CBI is headed by the Director. 

 CBI, India’s first agency to investigate corruption, the Special Police Establishment, was set up in 

1941, six years before independence from British rule to probe bribery and corruption in the 

country during World War II. 

 In 1946, it was brought under the Home Department and its remit was expanded to investigate 

corruption in central and state governments under the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act. 

 The special police force became the Central Bureau of Investigation after the Home Ministry, 

which is in charge of domestic security, decided to expand its powers and change its name in 19 

 

DAC 

 As an overarching structure, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), under the Defence Minister, is 

constituted for overall guidance of the defence procurement planning process. 

 DAC is the highest decision-making body in the Defence Ministry for deciding on new policies 

and capital acquisitions for the three services (Army, Navy and Air Force) and the Indian Coast 

Guard. 

 The objective of the Defence Acquisition Council is to ensure expeditious procurement of the 

approved requirements of the Armed Forces in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame 

prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary resources. 

 

Non-convertible debentures 

 Non-convertible debentures (NCD) are fixed-income instruments, usually issued by high-rated 

companies in the form of a public issue to accumulate long-term capital appreciation. 

 They offer relatively higher interest rates when compared to convertible debentures. 

 They benefit investors with their supreme returns, liquidity, low risk and tax benefits when 

compared to that of convertible debentures. 
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Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
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 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is the largest research and development (R&D) 

organisation in India. CSIR has a pan-India presence and has a dynamic network of 38 national 

laboratories, 39 outreach centres, 3 Innovation Complexes and 5 units. 

 Established: September 1942 

 Located: New Delhi 

 CSIR is funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology and it operates as an autonomous body 

through the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 CSIR covers a wide spectrum of streams – from radio and space physics, oceanography, 

geophysics, chemicals, drugs, genomics, biotechnology and nanotechnology to mining, 

aeronautics, instrumentation, environmental engineering and information technology. 

 

NATO 

 The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, the Atlantic 

Alliance or the Western Alliance, is an international organisation for collective security established 

in 1949, in support of the North Atlantic Treaty signed in Washington, DC, on 4 April 1949. Its 

headquarters are located in Brussels, Belgium. 

 The Treaty of Brussels, signed on 17 March 1948 by Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, 

France, and the United Kingdom, is considered the precursor to the NATO agreement. 

 

Global Tiger Forum 

 In 1993, an International Symposium on Tiger Conservation in New Delhi recommended the 

formation of an Inter-Governmental International Body that would embark on a Global Campaign 

for the Protection of Tigers. 

 Established in 1994, the Global Tiger Forum (GTF) has its headquarters in New Delhi. 

 The General Assembly of GTF meets after every three years. 

 It utilises cooperative policies, common approaches, technical expertise, scientific modules and 

other appropriate programmes. 

 

 Light combat helicopters (LCHs) 

 Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) is a 5.5-tonne class combat helicopter designed and developed by 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) – a Defence Public Sector Undertaking (DPSU). 

 It is powered by two Shakti engines and inherits many technical features of the Advanced Light 

Helicopter. 

 LCH has the distinction of being the first attach helicopter to land in Forward Bases at Siachen, 

4,700 mts above sea level with 500kg load. 

 

Papum Reserve Forest 



 Papum Reserve Forest (RF) is an Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) in Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

 It is located between two IBAs, Itanagar Wildlife Sanctuary to the east and Pakke Wildlife 

Sanctuary to the west. 

 Papum Reserve Forest forms part of the Eastern Himalayas Endemic Bird Area. A large part of the 

site is covered by Subtropical Dry Evergreen and Semi-evergreen Forests, while the higher areas 

are under Subtropical Broadleaf Hill Forest cover. 

 Papum RF is a nesting habitat of three species of the large, colourful fruit-eating hornbills: Great, 

Wreathed and Oriental Pied. The 862 sq.km. 

 

Pied hornbill 

 The Malabar pied hornbill is a common resident breeder in India and Sri Lanka. Its habitat is 

evergreen and moist deciduous forests, often near human settlements. 

 This species is omnivorous, taking fruits, small mammals, birds, small reptiles, insects etc. Prey is 

killed and swallowed whole. 

 It is Near Threatened as per the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
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Sales tax 

 Sales tax is levied on the sale of a commodity which is produced or imported and sold for the first 

time. 

 If the product is sold subsequently without being processed further, it is exempt from sales tax. 

 Sales tax is levied by either the Central or the State Government. 

 Exports and services are exempt from sales tax. 

 

Crisil Ratings 

 CRISIL stands for Credit Rating Information Services of India Limited and it was the first credit 

rating agency set up in India in 1987. 

 Today, CRISIL has become a global analytical company that rates companies, researches the 

markets and provides risk and policy advisory services to its clients. 

 The agency started operations in 1988. 
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 CRISIL is headquartered in Mumbai. 

 CRISIL provides independent opinion and efficient solutions by performing data analysis and 

research. 

 

Repo rate 

 It is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of India in case of India) lends 

money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds. 

 Repo rate is used by monetary authorities to control inflation. 

 

Core inflation 

 Core inflation is the change in the costs of goods and services but does not include those from 

the food and energy sectors. 

 Food and energy prices are exempt from this calculation because their prices can be too volatile 

or fluctuate wildly. 

 Core inflation is important because it’s used to determine the impact of rising prices on consumer 

income. 

 

NHRC 

 NHRC of India is an independent statutory body established on 12 October, 1993 as per 

provisions of Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in 2006. 

 Its headquarter is located in New Delhi. 

 It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, equality and 

dignity of the individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied in the international 

covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 

 It was established in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted for the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Paris (October, 1991) and endorsed by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations on 20 December, 1993. 

 

Eighth Schedule of the Constitution 

 It is the list of official languages recognised by the Constitution. 

 Part XVII of the Indian constitution deals with the official languages in Articles 343 to 351. 

 The Eighth Schedule to the Indian Constitution contains a list of 22 scheduled languages viz. 

Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, 

Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Sindhi (added by 21st Amendment Act, 1967), Konkani, Manipuri, Nepali 

(added by 71st Amendment Act, 1992), Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, Santhal (added by 92nd 

Amendment 2003). 



 

 African swine fever 

 It is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects and leads to an acute form of 

hemorrhagic fever in domestic and wild pigs. 

 It was first detected in Africa in the 1920s. 

 The mortality is close to 100% and since the fever has no cure, the only way to stop its spread is 

by culling the animals. 

 ASF is not a threat to human beings since it only spreads from animals to other animals. 

 ASF is a disease listed in the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code and thus, reported to the OIE. 
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H1B visa 

 The H-1B visa category covers individuals who work in a specialised occupation, engage in 

cooperative research and development projects administered by the US Department of Defense 

or fashion models that have national or international acclaim and recognition. 

 The H-1B is most well known as a visa for skilled tech workers, health care and media also use 

these visas. 

 

Financial Action Task Force ( FATF ) 

 The FATF is an inter-governmental body that works to set standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, 

terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

 A country is put on the grey list when it fails to curb terrorism financing and money laundering. 

 Putting a country on the blacklist means shutting all doors to international finance for that 

country. 
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Central Bureau of Investigation ( CBI ) 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating police agency in India. 

 It functions under the superintendence of the Department of Personnel, Ministry of Personnel, 

Pension & Public Grievances, and Government of India – which falls under the prime minister’s 

office. 

 However for investigations of offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act, its 

superintendence vests with the Central Vigilance Commission. 

 It is also the nodal police agency in India which coordinates investigation on behalf of Interpol 

Member countries. 

 

Zero FIR 

 Zero-FIR means that a FIR can be filed in any police station (i.e.: irrespective of place of 

incident/jurisdiction) and the same can be later transferred to the appropriate police station. 

 

Public interest Litigation ( PIL ) 

 Public interest Litigation (PIL) means litigation filed in a court of law, for the protection of “Public 

Interest”, such as Pollution, Terrorism, Road safety, Constructional hazards etc. 

 Any matter where the interest of public at large is affected can be redressed by filing a Public 

Interest Litigation in a court of law. 

 Public interest litigation is not defined in any statute or in any act. 

 It has been interpreted by judges to consider the intent of public at large. 
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CBI 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating police agency in India. 
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 It functions under the superintendence of the Deptt. of Personnel, Ministry of Personnel, Pension 

& Public Grievances, Government of India – which falls under the prime minister’s office. 

 However for investigations of offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act, its 

superintendence vests with the Central Vigilance Commission. 

 It is also the nodal police agency in India which coordinates investigation on behalf of Interpol 

Member countries. 

 

NGT 

 It is a specialised body set up under the National Green Tribunal Act (2010) for effective and 

expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests 

and other natural resources. 

 With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to set up a 

specialised environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first developing 

country to do so. 

 NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing the 

same. 

 

UNSC 

 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the organs of the United Nations and is 

charged with the maintenance of international peace and security. 

 Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of 

international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council 

resolutions; it is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member 

states. 

 



Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, 2019 

 It introduced economic reservation by amending Articles 15 and 16. It inserted Article 15 (6) and 

Article 16 (6) in the Constitution to allow reservation for the economically backward in the 

unreserved category. 

 It was enacted to promote the welfare of the poor not covered by the 50% reservation policy for 

SCs, STs and Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC). 

 It enables both Centre and the states to provide reservation to the EWSs of society. 

 Since this is a central law on subjects (employment, education) in the concurrent list (subjects on 

which states and the central government both have jurisdiction), the state governments need to 

ratify it before adopting it locally. 

 

NHRC 

 NHRC of India is an independent statutory body established on 12 October, 1993 as per 

provisions of Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in 2006. 

 NHRC celebrated its Silver Jubilee (25 years) on October 12, 2018. Its headquarter is located in 

New Delhi. 

 It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, equality and 

dignity of the individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied in the international 

covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 

 It was established in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted for the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Paris (October, 1991) and endorsed by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations on 20 December, 1993. 

 

NCW 

 The National Commission for Women was set up in 1992 under the National Commission Act, 

1990. 

 This body was established to review the constitutional and legal safeguards for women. 



 It recommends the remedial legislative measures, facilitates redressal of grievances and advises 

the government on all policy matters affecting women. 

 It enjoys all the powers of a civil court. 

 

SEBI 

 SEBI is a statutory body established on April 12, 1992 in accordance with the provisions of the 

Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992. 

 The basic functions of the Securities and Exchange Board of India is to protect the interests of 

investors in securities and to promote and regulate the securities market. 

 Before SEBI came into existence, Controller of Capital Issues was the regulatory authority; it 

derived authority from the Capital Issues (Control) Act, 1947. 

 

GI Tag 

 GI status is an indication that identifies goods as produced from a particular area, which has 

special quality or reputation attributable to its geographical origin. 

 GI-branded goods possess a recall value amongst consumers who essentially attribute these 

characteristics, qualities or reputation to such geographical origin. 

 GI tag in India is governed by Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration & Protection) Act, 

1999. It is issued by the Geographical Indications Registry (Chennai). 
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CAG 
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 CAG is an independent authority under the Constitution of India. 

 He is the head of the Indian audit & account department and chief Guardian of Public purse. 

 It is the institution through which the accountability of the government and other public 

authorities (all those who spend public funds) to Parliament and State Legislatures and through 

them to the people is ensured. 

 

Cartographic 

 Cartography, the art and science of graphically representing a geographical area, usually on a flat 

surface such as a map or chart. 

 It may involve the superimposition of political, cultural, or other non geographical divisions onto 

the representation of a geographical area. 

 

Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009 

 The RTE Act aims to provide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 years. 

 It enforces Education as a Fundamental Right (Article 21). 

 The act mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged sections of the society where disadvantaged 

groups include: 

 SCs and STs 

 Socially Backward Class 

 Differently abled 

 It also makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age appropriate class. 

 It also states that sharing of financial and other responsibilities between the Central and State 

Governments. 

 

CBI 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating police agency in India. 

 It functions under the superintendence of the Deptt. of Personnel, Ministry of Personnel, Pension 

& Public Grievances, Government of India – which falls under the prime minister’s office. 

 However for investigations of offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act, its 

superintendence vests with the Central Vigilance Commission. 

 It is also the nodal police agency in India which coordinates investigation on behalf of Interpol 

Member countries. 

 

NCLAT 

 The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013 to hear appeals 

against the orders of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

 NCLT is a quasi-judicial body that adjudicates issues relating to companies. 



 It is also the appellate tribunal for orders passed by the NCLT(s) under Section 61 of the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016, and for orders passed by the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) under Sections 202 and 211 of the IBC. 

 Any person aggrieved by any order of the NCLAT may file an appeal to the Supreme Court. 
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Real Estate Investment Trusts (REIT) 

 A REIT is roughly like a mutual fund that invests in real estate although the similarity doesn’t go 

much further. 

 The basic deal on REITs is that you own a share of property, and so an appropriate share of the 

income from it will come to you, after deducting an appropriate share of expenses. 

 Essentially, it’s like a group of people pooling their money together and buying real estate except 

that it’s on a large scale and is regulated. 

 

ICMR 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is the apex body in India for the formulation, 

coordination and promotion of biomedical research. 

 Its mandate is to conduct, coordinate and implement medical research for the benefit of the 

Society; translating medical innovations into products/processes and introducing them into the 

public health system. 

 It is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, Ministry of 

Health & Family Welfare. 

 

MSME act 2006 

 Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development (MSMED) Act, 2006 which was notified on 

October 2, 2006, deals with the definition of MSMEs. The MSMED Act, 2006 defines the Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises based on 

 the investment in plant and machinery for those engaged in manufacturing or production, 

processing or preservation of goods and 

 the investment in equipment for enterprises engaged in providing or rendering of services. 
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PMGKAY 

 PMGKAY is part of Rs 1.70 Lakh Crore relief package under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 

for the poor to help them fight the battle against Corona Virus. 

 80 crore poor people will to get 5 kg wheat or rice and 1 kg of preferred pulses for free every 

month till November as per the latest announcement by Prime Minister. 

 As part of the scheme, the food needs of all the beneficiaries under the public distribution system 

(TPDS) for Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and priority household (PHH) ration cardholders will be 

provided. 

 Considered as the world’s largest food security scheme, the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana aims at ensuring sufficient food the poor and needy during the coronavirus crisis. 

 

PCI 

 The Press Council of India was established under the PCI Act of 1978. 

 Aim: It aims to preserve the freedom of the press and maintain and improve the standards of 

newspapers and news agencies in India. 

 Composition: The PCI consists of a chairman and 28 other members. 

 The Chairman is selected by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha and a 

member elected by the PCI. 
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Landslides 

 A landslide is defined as the movement of a mass of rock, debris, or earth down a slope. 

Landslides are a type of “mass wasting (a geomorphic process),” which denotes any down-slope 

movement of soil and rock under the direct influence of gravity. 

 Several things can trigger landslides, including the slow weathering of rocks as well as soil 

erosion, earthquakes and volcanic activity. 

 

WHO 
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 World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations’ specialized agency for Health was 

founded in 1948. 

 Its headquarters are situated in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 There are 194 Member States, 150 country offices, six regional offices. 

 It is an inter-governmental organization and works in collaboration with its member states usually 

through the Ministries of Health. 

 

CII 

 Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

 CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization. 

 Founded in 1895, it works with the Government on policy issues. 

 

CAG 

 CAG is an independent authority under the Constitution of India. 

 He is the head of the Indian audit & account department and chief Guardian of Public purse. 

 It is the institution through which the accountability of the government and other public 

authorities (all those who spend public funds) to Parliament and State Legislatures and through 

them to the people is ensured. 

 

UNICEF 

 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is a special program of the United Nations (UN) devoted 

to aiding national efforts to improve the health, nutrition, education, and general welfare of 

children. 

 UNICEF was created in 1946 as International Children’s Emergency Fund (ICEF) by UN relief 

Rehabilitation Administration to help children affected by World War II. 

 UNICEF became a permanent part of the United Nations in 1953. 

 The name was shortened to United Nations Children Fund but it is still referred to as UNICEF. 

 

DGCA 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulatory body in the field of Civil 

Aviation, primarily dealing with safety issues. 

 It is responsible for regulation of air transport services to/from/within India and for enforcement 

of civil air regulations, air safety, and airworthiness standards. 

 The DGCA also co-ordinates all regulatory functions with the International Civil Aviation 

Organisation (ICAO). 

 



Important Terms in 1st August-2020 News 
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1. Core industries 

The eight core sectors of the Indian economy are: 

1. Electricity 

2. Steel 

3. Refinery products 

4. Crude oil 

5. Coal 

6. Cement 

7. Natural gas 

8. Fertilisers 

 These industries have a major impact on the general economic activities and also industrial 

activities. 

 They significantly impact most other industries as well. The core sector represents the capital base 

of the economy. 

 

2. Kharif crop 

 The Kharif cropping season starts with the onset of the Indian subcontinent’s monsoon. Kharif 

crops are typically sown at the beginning of the first monsoon rains (depends on region to 

region). 

 Harvesting season begins from the 3rd week of September to October (the exact harvesting dates 

differ from region to region). 

 Unlike Rabi crops, Kharif crops require good rainfall. The output of these crops depends upon the 

time and amount of rainwater. Paddy, maize, bajra, jowar are a few of the Kharif crops grown in 

India. 
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3. Fiscal deficit 

 The fiscal deficit is the difference between the government’s total expenditure and its total 

receipts (excluding borrowing). 

 Fiscal deficit in layman’s terms corresponds to the borrowings and liabilities of the government. 

 As per the technical definition, Fiscal Deficit = Budgetary Deficit + Borrowings and Other 

Liabilities of the government. 

 

4. CAG 

 CAG is an independent authority under the Constitution of India. 

 He is the head of the Indian audit & account department and chief Guardian of Public purse. 

 It is the institution through which the accountability of the government and other public 

authorities (all those who spend public funds) to Parliament and State Legislatures and through 

them to the people is ensured. 

 

5. Moratorium period  

 Moratorium period refers to the period of time during which you do not have to pay an EMI on 

the loan taken. 

 This period is also known as EMI holiday. Usually, such breaks are offered to help individuals 

facing temporary financial difficulties to plan their finances better. 

 

6. UAPA 

 The UAPA, an upgrade on the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act TADA (lapsed in 

1995) and the Prevention of Terrorism Act – POTA (repealed in 2004) was passed in the year 1967. 



 It aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 

 Till 2004, “unlawful” activities referred to actions related to secession and cession of territory. 

 The 2004 amendment, added “terrorist act” to the list of offences. 

 Under the act, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after the 

arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

 Powers to Union Government: If the Centre deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of 

an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

 

7. NGT 

 It is a specialised body set up under the National Green Tribunal Act (2010) for effective and 

expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests 

and other natural resources. 

 With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to set up a 

specialised environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first developing 

country to do so. 

 NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of 

the same. 

 

8. GST council 

 It is a constitutional body for making recommendations to the Union and State Government on 

issues related to Goods and Service Tax. 

 Article 279A says that the President shall by order constitute a Council to be called the Goods and 

Services Tax Council. 

 

9. Liquidity crunch 



 A time when cash resources are in short supply and demand is high. 

 During a liquidity crunch, businesses and consumers are charged high interest rates on loans 

which are more difficult to obtain. 

 It is also known as the liquidity crisis and credit crunch. 

 

10. Index of Industrial Production 

 The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index which details out the growth of various sectors 

in an economy such as mineral mining, electricity,manufacturing, etc. 

 It is compiled and published monthly by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO), Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation six weeks after the reference month ends, i.e a lag of 

six weeks. 

 The Base Year of the Index of Eight Core Industries has been revised from the year 2004-05 to 

2011-12 from April, 2017. 
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1. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme 

 This scheme is for MSMEs and MUDRA borrowers. 

 Under the Scheme, 100% guarantee coverage to be provided by National Credit Guarantee 

Trustee Company Limited (NCGTC) for additional funding of up to Rs. 3 lakh crore to eligible 

MSMEs and interested MUDRA borrowers. 

 The credit will be provided in the form of a Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility. 

 The Scheme would be applicable to all loans sanctioned under GECL Facility during the period 

from the date of announcement of the Scheme to 31.10.2020. 
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2. The Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 

 It is also called  self-reliant India scheme 

 It was announced in four tranches by the Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in May 

2020. 

 The economic stimulus relief package announced by the government is touted to be worth Rs.20 

Lakh crores. 

 This includes the already announced Rs 1.70 lakh crore relief package, as the PMGKY, for the poor 

to overcome difficulties caused by the coronavirus pandemic and the lockdown imposed to check 

its spread. 

 

3. MSME classification  

 

 

4. Contempt of the court 

 The contempt of court law is one of the most controversial elements in the Indian legal context. 

 While the basic idea of a contempt law is to punish those who do not respect the orders of the 

courts, in the Indian context, contempt is also used to punish speech that lowers the dignity of 

the court and interferes with the administration of justice. 

Contempt of court can be of two kinds: 

 Civil, that is the willful disobedience of a court order or judgment or willful breach of an 

undertaking given to a court. 

 Criminal, that is written or spoken words or any act that scandalises the court or lowers its 

authority or prejudices or interferes with the due course of a judicial proceeding or 

interferes/obstructs the administration of justice. 

 



5. ICMR 

 ICMR is India’s apex scientific body for the formulation, coordination and promotion of 

biomedical research. 

 It was established in 1911 as Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) making it one of oldest and 

largest medical research bodies in the world. 

 The ICMR functions under Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 It is headquartered in New Delhi. 

 Its Governing Body is presided over by Health Minister. 
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1. NIA 

 The National Investigation Agency (NIA) was constituted under the National Investigation Agency 

(NIA) Act, 2008. 

 It implements international treaties, agreements, conventions and resolutions of the United 

Nations, its agencies and other international organisations. 

 It’s objective is also to combat terror in India. 

 It acts as the Central Counter-Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency. 

 

2. LAC 

 The Line of Actual Control (LAC) is a loose demarcation line that separates Indian-controlled 

territory from Chinese-controlled territory in the Sino-Indian border dispute. 

 The term was first used by Zhou Enlai in a 1959 letter to Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 It subsequently referred to the line formed after the 1962 Sino-Indian War, and is part of 

the Sino-Indian border dispute. 

 

3. ICMR 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the apex body in India for the formulation, 

coordination and promotion of biomedical research 
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 It is one of the oldest and largest medical research bodies in the world. 

 The ICMR is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health 

Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 

4. National security council 

 The National Security Council (NSC) in India is the executive agency responsible for advising the 

Prime Minister’s Office on issues of national security and strategic interest. 

 The NSC is the apex agency in the country handling internal and external security, conventional 

and non-conventional defence, military affairs, counter-insurgency, space and high technology, 

economy, counter-terrorism and environment. 

 NSA is the chief adviser to the prime minister of India on national and international security policy 

matters. He serves at the discretion of the Prime Minister. NSA presides over the National Security 

Council (NSC). 

 It is a three-tiered organization consisting of Joint Intelligence Committee (JIC), Strategic Policy 

Group (SPG) and National Security Advisory Board (NSAB). 

 

5. NGT(National Green Tribunal) 

 The NGT has been established  under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. 

 It aims for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right 

relating to the environment. 

 It follows principles of Natural Justice 
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1. Purchasing Manager’s Index 

 PMI or a Purchasing Manager’s Index (PMI) is an indicator of business activity both in the 

manufacturing and services sectors. 

 It is a survey-based measure that asks the respondents about changes in their perception of some 

key business variables from the month before. 

 

2. Real lending rates and nominal lending rates 
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 A real interest rate is an interest rate that has been adjusted to remove the effects of inflation to 

reflect the real cost of funds to the borrower and the real yield to the lender or to an investor. 

 A nominal interest rate refers to the interest rate before taking inflation into account. 

 Nominal can also refer to the advertised or stated interest rate on a loan, without taking into 

account any fees or compounding of interest. 

 To calculate the real interest rate, you need to subtract the actual or expected rate of inflation 

from the nominal interest rate. 

 

3. MCLR 

 The marginal cost of funds-based lending rate (MCLR) is the minimum interest rate that a bank 

can lend at. 

 MCLR is determined internally by the bank depending on the period left for the repayment of a 

loan. 

 The RBI introduced the MCLR methodology for fixing interest rates from 1 April 2016. 

 

4. Anti-Semitism 

 hostility toward or discrimination against Jews as a religious, ethnic, or racial group 

 

5. Gratuity pay 

 Gratuity is given by the employer to his/her employee for the services rendered by him/her 

during the period of employment. 

 It is usually paid at the time of retirement but can be paid earlier, provided certain conditions are 

met. 

 A person is eligible to receive gratuity only if he has completed minimum five years of service with 

an organisation. 

 However, it can be paid before the completion of five years at the death of an employee or if he 

has become disabled due to an accident or disease. 

 

6. Weighted average interest rate 

 It is the aggregate rate of interest paid on all debt. 

 The calculation for this percentage is to aggregate all interest payments in the measurement 

period, and divide by the total amount of debt. 
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